Abstract

John Dunn
Beyond National Contexts: Globalizing the History of Political 1deas

Over the last half century in Cambridge a series of scholars have made a relatively
sustained attempt to pin down how political thinking can be accurately understood as an
activity occasioned and deeply marked by the historical conditions within which takes place
and the circumstances which prompted it. Unsurprisingly, many of them have seen both
more as confining than enabling. It is still an open question (and one of great importance)
how sound that judgment really is.

Equally understandably, there has been little agreement amongst these scholars on how
best to identify the relevant conditions or circumstances or how to ascertain just how they
moulded the ideas which they prompted. | try here to address the question of what promise,
if any, this focus on historical genesis holds for the pressing task of grasping the dynamics of
a compulsively globalized process of political interpretation and response in a setting which
had already been drastically globalized ahead of it.




Masashi Sekiguchi
The Problem of Closing Context: Quentin Skinner and the History of
Political Thought

An intense interest in the controversy occasioned by a series of Quentin Skinner’s essays
on the methodology of intellectual history occurred in Japan in the 1980’s, some ten years
after discussion of the same ideas had begun in the West. A characteristic feature of
arguments in Japan during that period both for and against the methodology proposed by
Skinner was a concentrated emphasis on the importance of addressing historical contexts.
From this point of view, arguments against Skinner, in particular, were preoccupied with the
guestion of whether Skinnerian intellectual history could have any positive values in terms
of political philosophy and contemporary political understanding. Theoretical aspects, such
as the applicability of Austinian speech-act theory to the field of intellectual history, were
hardly investigated in any detail. Presumably as a result of this tendency, when the
attention of scholars shifted to other issues, a vague shared impression remained that
Skinnerian methodology was one that regarded it as indispensable for the historical
understanding of a given text to grasp its historical context. It is, therefore, still a fresh point
to clarify the question of precisely what it means to claim that it is indispensable for an
historical understanding of a given text to grasp its historical context. This is why, as a
“witness” of the controversy surrounding the reception of Skinner in Japan, | will take up
“the problem of closing context” in this paper.




Conal Condren
English Seventeenth-Century Revisionism, Cambridge School Intellectual
History: Some Aspects of the Problem of Contextualisation.

Notions of  context and imperatives urging correct contextualisation to solve
interpretative problems have been central to the practice of Cambridge School intellectual
history and to its methodological manifestos. At the same time as it was developing,
reappraisals of the contexts leading to the British Civil Wars were beginning to identify an
adjacent, even overlapping movement revisionism. This paper looks at both movements, in
terms of context, exploring the differing things meant by an appeal to context, and the
contexts in which both can be placed. It points to a paradox: that the elucidation of
particulars through the definition of contextual borders is a necessary artificiality in
historical understanding and that the closer one looks at any given text the more overlapping
and destabilising contexts it is likely to suggest. Context remains as much a problem as an
answer and it helps problematise the ambivalence of much Cambridge school historiography
to past and to the present as a vicarious context for understanding.

contextualisation

revisionism



Istvan Hont
Commerce and Politics in 18th Century Political Thought

The idea of a Cambridge School is an oxymoron, because it is not a 'school’. What marks
out its membership is skepticism about the ruling ideas of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Once this stance turns into dogma or methodology, its attraction vanishes.
Cambridge hostility to teleological history (whether driven by Marxist or liberal theory)
implies a constructive reversal of the directionality of historical explanation. History must
be cleansed from prolepsis, but must not abandon the ambition to reconnect past and present
incrementally.  Jettisoning the conceptual baggage of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries entails an reconceiving the intellectual history of the eighteenth century without
such lumping categories as 'Enlightenment’, ‘mercantilism’ or 'capitalism’ and the like. The
eighteenth-century was clearly obsessed with the problems of the economy. This terrain
cannot be abandoned to the history of economic thought, a kind of history which not only
practiced, but also defined teleologically. The task is not the economic study of politics, but
the political study of the economy. The eighteenth-century introduced a prolonged
controversy about the changing focus of politics. A trenchant example is the theory that it
was commerce, rather than political struggle or revolution that caused Europe's modern
liberty. This idea led to a radical shift in the location of political agency and also made it
impersonal. It also refocused Europe's attention from political to civil liberty. Adam Smith
showcased this kind of historical explanation in the 'Wealth of Nations'. Luxury may have
destroyed the Roman republic, he claimed, but Rome bequeathed its luxury to the Germans
who overrun the Empire. Eventually Roman luxury also destroyed the feudal system of
medieval Europe. Because Europe's liberty was a child of luxury, the two became
inseparable. If luxury was suppressed, liberty would disappear with it. This didn't imply
that commerce and luxury were benign political agents. Rather, Smith shows how liberty
was both gained by, and subsequently lost to, commerce. Thus the 'Wealth of Nations' had a
dual political agenda: the rescue of commerce from modern politics, as much as the liberation
of politics from its commercial focus. This lesson was as important then as it is today.
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Hideo Tanaka
Beyond the Ambivalent View of Commercial Society: Commerce, Industry,
and Alienation in the Scottish Enlightenment

The views of society held by philosophers in Britain had been deeply changed from the
17th to the 18th century due to the rise of commercial society, or consumer society especially
in England and Scotland. A kind of paradigm change happened from natural law and
classical republicanism to empirical and historical view of society. The change is not simple
and many researches continue.

This new view of society was a kind of synthesis of three fundamental intellectual streams,
natural law, republicanism or civic humanism, and political economy. This synthesis has
been greatly debated since The Wealth and Virtue in 1983. On the other hand, Quentin
Skinner opposed the dichotomy of natural law and republicanism, and stressed the
unification of both in the neo Roman political thought.

Political Economy is a new idea, which was forged, by philosophers looking at the new
economic phenomena, through moral philosophy. The relationships of these three have
attracted attentions of many scholars beyond Oceans. The debates don’t seem to have
attained the complete agreement yet. Britain went ahead in the making of this new system of
political economy, but the other ones were formed in other countries, and researches of the
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formation in France, Italy, and Germany are still wanting.

Though many papers analyzed the various aspects of this theme and the complex processes
of its formation in British contexts, there may be some topics still waiting to be pursued. One
is the ambivalent analysis of commercial civilization, which propounded by some
philosophers in the Scottish Enlightenment. In this paper some arguments are made
concerning this topic, and especially on Millar.

James Alexander
FOUR TRADITIONS OF POLITICAL REFLECTION IN CAMBRIDGE
SINCE THE LATE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

What is distinctive about Cambridge is that, from the 1870s onwards, politics and history
were harnessed together. Most political teaching was done by historians in the History
Faculty. And, although Skinner, Dunn etc brought a particular modern sophistication to the
methodologies associated with the historical study of political texts, it is important to
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recognise that many scholars before them were concerned with the relation between history,
philosophy and politics. | shall say something, in passing, about the views of important
figures such as Acton, Seeley, Sidgwick, Maitland, Figgis, Barker, Oakeshott, Smyth, Forbes
and Cowling; but my main purpose here will not be a detailed consideration of the variety of
approaches but a broad account of what can be considered the four main approaches
exemplified by the greatest writers, teachers and thinkers in Cambridge since the late
nineteenth century.

These are tentative, as yet, but are as follows:

(i) the POLITICAL SCIENCE tradition, associated with comparative politics the state and
using history to make sense of the present: it tends to assume history is a science, or, at least,
related to science; and had its origins in Seeley's attempt to harness positivism and history: it
ended in the foundation of a separate Social and Political Sciences Tripos in the 1960s ;

(ii) the HISTORICAL tradition, associated with the contextual reading of texts and with an
emphasis on history-for-it's-own-sake: this was a rival to the first approach, for it defended
history as something which did not need to be justified as a 'science": it was defended by
Acton, Maitland and Figgis in the early period and Butterfield, Laslett, Skinner and Dunn
later on;

(iii) the PHILOSOPHICAL tradition, associated with the critical idealism which descended
from the absolute idealism of Hegel, Bradley and Bosanquet: this was a higher view of the
significance of political thought than that of the historians, and less practical than that of the
political scientists: it was defended by Barker, who came to Cambridge from Oxford, and by
Oakeshott, who in turn influenced men like Forbes and Cowling;

(iv) the THEOLOGICAL tradition, associated with Christianity: an approach which
attempted an even higher orientation than the philosophical one.

What | will do is sketch each approach, or tradition; | will also say something about the
history of the political thought papers in the Historical Tripos; and | will say something about
the success or failure of each tradition: how each approach was defended, and how it fared as
a mode of teaching and as something used as a basis for writing about politics. It is fair to say
that the historical tradition associated with Skinner and the others is still triumphant: my
paper will show how it was anticipated by many, and how, in a sense, the proper way of
understanding Cambridge is not as simply a place where history is done in one way but as a
place where it is done in a variety of ways: the struggle between them has made the
intellectual traditions of Cambridge as rich as they are.
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Takamaro Hanzawa
Western Conceptof Liberty and Republicanism
--a historical overview from outside—

() Introductory remarks ... my own Cambridge Moment ... on the concept of ‘concept’

( ) The moral force of ‘liberty’ in the Western history of ideas ... ‘liberty’ and fi-yuu’ ... four
dimensions of liberty; liberty as an ability, liberty as a state, political liberty, a-political
liberty ... Plato, Aristotle, Cicero ... St. Paul ... St. Augustine.

( ) Thomas accepts Augustine’s theory of free will ... human liberty in mundane things ...
Thomas accuses only tyranny as the corrupted form of government(an element of
republicanism) ... Thomas is strict over the matter of righteousness of the human
conduct ... whether or not to obey laws of a tyrant ... who is (or are) to be the legitimate
lawgiver(s), (another element of republicanism) ... a desirable polity ... conclusion.

—— liberty e



Carl K.Y. Shaw
Republican Liberty and the Modern State: Quentin Skinner’s
Political Theory in the Context of the Cambridge School

The objective of this paper is to examine and evaluate Quentin Skinner's political theory in
the context of Cambridge school scholarship. Skinner’s original perspective is retrieved
through a re-reading of The Foundations of Modern Political Thought. The subsequent
reviews of the book and debates propel Skinner to further elaborate his perspective. |
identify John Pocock’s review as a possible context to interpret Skinner’s later developments
in political theory. Skinner first constructs a law-centric paradigm of neo-Roman
republicanism, and at the same time conducts a historical analysis of the contention between
the traditional idea of the body politic and the modern concept of the state. These two
interrelated themes constitute Skinner’s effort to reformulate an alternative political theory.
His historical analyses and theoretical formulations are closely examined. | contend that in
reconsidering what it means to enjoy our freedom as citizens of a modern state, Skinner’s
project is still unfinished in that two contrasting views (neo-Roman tradition and the modern
state) have not been integrated into a coherent whole. For this task, Pocock’s perspective,
that investigating political liberty in modernity requires a comprehensive historiography of
the dialectic between civic society and the modern state, needs to be taken into consideration.
Historical as well as genealogical accounts of the republican discourses of Rousseau and the
French Revolution are mandatory. In my concluding remarks, | examine the contributions
of Istvan Hont and Raymond Geuss on these issues as continuations and expansions of the
foundations laid down by Skinner.

The Foundations of
Modern Political Thought
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Raymond Geuss
Historical knowledge and political judgment

This paper attempts to analyse some of the major characteristics of ‘political judgments’ in
the special emphatic sense in which that term is sometimes used,taking as its major example
the claim made by the representatives of a succession of recent British governments that
there is no incompatibility between Britain’s ‘Atlantic vocation’ (also called its ‘special
relationship’ with the US) and full, constructive engagement in the European Union. Three
such characteristics are discussed: the role of language in imposing a particular
determinateness on political judgments; the notions of choice, action, and (practical)
necessity that play a role in political judgments; the way in which the expression of a political
judgment in itself constitutes a form of acting. Possessing certain types of historical
knowledge can in a very limited sense improve the quality of the political judgments agents
make, but no amount of such knowledge can give political judgments the kind of
determinateness we routinely expect of simple predictions of events in the material world, or
of the grading of specimens against fixed evaluative criteria.

determinateness
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Masaya Kobayashi
Studies on Historical Republicanism and Neo-republicanism:
History of Ideas and Public Philosophy

This paper deals with methodology of history of ideas and studies on republicanism by
so-called Cambridge school from the perspective of constructing a new public philosophy.
While Skinner’s contextualim, conspicuous as methodology in Cambridge school, put
importance to historical context, this method makes it difficult to utilize the result of
studies on intellectual history for contemporary political philosophy or public philosophy.

Thus, it takes some time in spite of the great impact of Pocock’s paradigm before the
appearance of attempts for reviving republicanism as a contemporary public philosophy, but
such endeavor has began by Michael Sandel and Phillip Petitt. It would be desirable to
develop Pocock’s thesis further from the point of view of communitarian republicanism such
as that of Sandel: in particular, it becomes necessary to attach importance to the ethical
aspects as well as constitutional aspects in understanding historical republicanism. While
ethical elements are rather weak in Machiavelli and Harrington, those aspects can be
remarkably seen in classical republicanism and Rousseau: thus, it would be necessary to
consider at least Rousseau’s republicanism in France as well as Atlantic republicanism.

Moreover, ‘contextualistic political philosophy’ is proposed in order to make the most of
contextualistic studies on intellectual history for contemporary political philosophy. In the
last sections, this paper shows the outline of the attempt of re-formulating republicanism as
a contemporary public philosophy: this new theory is termed neo-republicanism.
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Ze'ev Emmerich
SKINNER'S CRITIQUE OF IMPURE REASON
On the Value of the study of the History of Ideas beyond the confines of
Communitarianism, Dialogical Ethics and Postmodernism

The idea that moral and political ideas have an irreducible contextual dimension has been
forcefully introduced within Communitarianism and Postmodernism as well as Dialogical
Ethics. Proponents of these schools of thought agree with the view that a genuine
understanding of moral and political concepts requires knowledge of the historical context
within which they have been introduced. However they differ from one another in their
understanding of the content of such a historical context.

The (enclosed) chapter examines Quentin Skinner's methodological writing as an attempt
to articulate a unique position which, while in agreement with the general idea that
historical awareness is crucial for the understanding of moral and political ideas, does not fall
into:

a. the communitarian trap of associating 'historical context' singularly with concepts such

as 'tradition’ and ‘culture’.

b. the postmodern trap of declaring the 'death of the Subject'.

c. the trap of dialogical ethics which takes genuine inter-subjectivity, hence also genuine

dialogue and understanding, to be a theoretical rather than a historical possibility.

By insisting on the centrality of identifying 'the intention in acting' of authors as the
intentions of persons who participate in political battlefields, Skinner has been able to
articulate what can be seen as a novel conception of historical subjectivity — an 'agonic
subjectivity'. The chapter examines the extent in which such a strategy has been successful.
It ends with an evaluation of the relations between Skinner's original use of speech-act
theory and his relatively recent turn to Rhetoric.
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Masataka YASUTAKE
Cambridge "Republicanism" and the History of "French" political Thoughts

Over the last half century at least, Japanese historiography of (European) political
thoughts has been not simply historical knowledge of the West but also a certain political
guide or normative framework for the Japanese modernization & democratization. This
historiography was, in a sense, history of the Revolutions of the Citizen, typically the French
Revolution,and inspired by Kant, Hegel, Marx, Max Weber, Leo Strauss, Scheldon Wolin,
Hana Arendt, Frankfurter Schule, and French Annales etc.

This paper shall deal with, first of all, how Cambridge School was received in the Japanese
atmosphere of narrative of European modern history. We shall find a certain gaps between
Cambridge historiography and Japanese. | shall also discuss how (& why) the Cambridge
School (do not) dealt with "French" political thoughts and experiences, which seems to me to
have a great influence to the Japanese/ European Continental understanding of the history
of Modernity.

This might be also helpful to explain the further question of why the Cambridge School has
tended to focus upon the British or early Modern Europe, and not upon French revolutionary
dynamics.

My hypothesis will be that a certain continuity of this School prevented them from proceed
to the study of late 18th and 19th century European Politics. 1 would finally like to call these
continuous characters as Cambridge "Republicanism”.
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Naoshi Yamawaki
Idea of Glocal Public Philosophy in the Unstable Age of Globalization

My presentation aims to introduce a new concept of glocal public philosophy which I have been
engaging since several years.

With the end of the Cold War era, the world entered the so-called “unstable age of globalization.”
In this situation, the economic globalism seems to become more and more dominant all over the
world. Against this tendency, the anti-global movements led by NGO become stronger on the
global level too. On the other hand, the anachronistic nationalism or ethnocentrism began to
revive as seen in the new notorious textbook of Japanese history. The movements of religious
fundamentalism became active too. What kind of public philosophy should be conceived under
these circumstances? My answer to it is neither a national nor a global but a ‘glocal’ public
philosophy.

The glocal public philosophy tackles the global issues not from nowhere but from somewhere to
be locally characterized. What is important then is the correlation between the globality of
political, economic, environmental, religious, educational issues and the historically as well as
culturally characterized locality. The global and local viewpoints are seen as interdependent, and
the universality and particularity of thinking is then viewed as hardly separable.
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Shin Chiba
Public Philosophy in Postwar Japan:In Focus on the Peace Constitution

This essay aims at articulating the critical and constructive roles which the Japanese
Constitution--often called the Peace Constitution--Its constitutional pacifism in particular has
played as a guiding public philosophy in the postwar society of Japan. This is not meant to be an
essay in the field of historical analyses and studies in which the interaction between the Peace
Constitution and the society has been carefully traced and articulated. But rather this essay is
intended to be a theoretical reflection on the historical roles and meaning of the Peace
Constitution.

The author will try to look at the Peace Constitution as a single most important normative public
philosophy of the postwar Japan. The essay attempts to come to terms with the significance of the
Peace Constitution as a de jure public philosophy in the light of Its constant tension, conflict, and
rivalry with the ideology of economic growth and development, that is, the de facto public
philosophy of the postwar Japan. The latter has continued to govern, to direct, and to propel the
postwar society of Japan for almost six decades. The essay proffers a tentative suggestion that
signifies the continuous relevance of the Peace Constitution of Japan at the threshold of the 21st
century. This suggestion also involves a critical appraisal of the various current popular
arguments and attempts which lend strength to the neo-nationalist reform of the Peace
Constitution.
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