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The genealogy of human rights: the problems of historical continuity

The paper discusses some of the difficulties in establishing historical continuities in the history of human rights,
difficulties that would need to be overcome if a history of human rights was to become more than a matter of
present centred genealogy. It argues that there is a continuity in the rhetorical functioning of appeals to
human rights in western European culture, but far less conceptual continuity.
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China: Talking about a (Cheap) Revolution

Wang Qishan, one of the seven most powerful man in China, recently warned the party of the danger of
revolution to overthrow the party. Scholars tend to agree that China's social stability is under greater stress.
With the advance of information technology, will China experience an "Arab Spring" style revolt?
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Singapore: Regime change in 2016?
The passing of the Population White Paper in February by the Singapore Parliament caused a social uproar.

Thousands protested openly against government's 6.9 million population plan in 2030. There are widespread
talk that the only way to stop the population plan is to vote the PAP out in the coming 2016 general elections.
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Japan in Southeast Asia: Winning friends from China

Japan under PM Abe is taking diplomatic offensive in Southeast Asia. With the quarrel over the South China
Sea, many ASEAN countries are welcoming Japan's overtures. Will the balance of power shift in the favour of
Japan in this region?
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